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portation home. In both ships this was carefully and tenderly
done by the surgeons and a detail of officers, who identified per-
fectly each body from the last photograph taken of the party be-
fore it had sailed from home on this ill-fated journey. The prob-
able effect of a change of temperature in going south suggested
their preservation in alcohol as the best means of getting them
home safely to friends. Before this operation could be completed
the ominous "ice blink" to the north indicated the sure approach
of the pack moving south. This warned the commander that
another retreat must be made past Cape Olsen to Foulke Fiord,
but on arriving there the ice in the bay had not yet broken up.

It was evident, therefore, that the relief ships must begin
to retrace their course toward Northumberland and Hakluyt
islands to watch for a break in the pack in the direction of Cape
Parry. Much the same ice conditions met by the Thetis were
again encountered by the Thetis and Bear, now in company, and,
that Emory might know the commander's intentions, he was in-
structed to keep as close to the Thetis as wind, weather and ice
would allow; but if any misadventure separated the ships he was
to proceed to Upernavik, which was the appointed rendezvous.
Just north of Northumberland Island, the same broad belt of ice-
bergs was again fallen in with, but the weather was a little more
favorable at this time for passing this formidable barrier, yet, in
passing through, it was necessary once or twice to brace the
Thetis's yards "sharp up," to squeeze by one or two of these
immense mountains of ice.

Arriving in the vicinity of Northumberland Island, the ice
appeared to be closed up as if it had never been open. The Bear
was beset about a half mile north of the position chosen by the
Thetis in the pack between the two islands. A change of tide and
wind later loosened the ice about the Bear, thus permitting her
to work in near the Thetis and await further developments.
These came early on June 25th, when small openings to the south-
west of Hakluyt Island tempted the relief ships to a position
that was not altogether safe, if the tide and wind had set the ice
toward the land. Fortunately, the changes that did occur dis-
closed patches of open water six miles from Cape Parry, and an-
other ramming experience past the south side of Northumber-
land Island enabled the ships to reach that cape about 10 P. M.tration of en-
